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MEDIA ADVISORY 
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Media Note:  Photo and interview opportunities

12 local hospitals and 4 health departments to address prescription drug misuse
Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) from twelve participating hospitals and four health departments from Charlotte, DeSoto, Manatee and Sarasota counties will jointly sign a public proclamation at a media event on Monday, Jan. 31 at 9:30 a.m. at Twin Lakes Park Auditorium, 6700 Clark Road in Sarasota, designating 2011 as the year of the Campaign for Responsible Prescriptions.

The intent is to demonstrate their commitment to work together to address prescription drug misuse. This event follows months of working collaboratively to identify key strategies to impact this issue, including: 

· Providing educational opportunities to physicians and other medical professionals, 

· Educating patients about safe storage and disposal of prescription drugs, and 

· Disseminating data about the prescription drug epidemic in our region 

Prescription drug abuse has been described as the most threatening substance abuse issue in the State of Florida. The number of deaths caused by at least one prescription drug increased 102 percent between 2003 and 2009. This translates to 7 Floridian deaths each day from prescription drug overdoses. Regionally, prescription drug deaths are higher than ever before, with over 80 percent of drug-related deaths associated with prescription drug misuse.  

This regional approach complements county-level plans that are being implemented by some substance abuse coalitions, and reflects the unique roles and opportunities that our healthcare providers and health departments have in addressing this issue. 
Representatives from the participating 12 hospitals and 4 health departments will continue to convene to share tools, best-practices and evolve strategies to address prescription drug misuse in their respective communities. 
“This issue has emerged as a leading public health concern impacting all age groups including babies who are born addicted to narcotics as well as young people who are self-medicating with these drugs and seniors living with a variety of chronic health conditions. Therefore, we are using every means possible to include those who have a stake in this issue,” says Sarasota County Health Department director Bill Little. 
One of the key strategies is to engage medical professionals in this dialogue; to facilitate this, a unique, locally-relevant educational course is being developed and will be offered throughout the region in the spring.  This course will provide our physicians and other medical professionals with evidenced-based recommendations for safe prescribing and tools for identifying prescription drug misuse, and will serve as an opportunity to create linkages with local addictions resources as well as local law enforcement.
Media Interview/Photography Opportunity

2011 Safe Rx Campaign – Proclamation Signing Kick-off Event
Monday, Jan. 31, 9:30 a.m.

Twin Lakes Park (Auditorium), 6700 Clark Road, Sarasota 

The Community Health Improvement Partnership (CHIP) has spearheaded this four-county multi-healthcare organization agreement through its Health Provocateur Project, which includes CEOs of every hospital and health department in these counties. Since 2005, CHIP has convened these regional healthcare leaders, facilitating dialogue and urging this unique public-private partnership to serve as an innovative model for improving population health in the region. For more information about the Health Provocateur Project, visit www.CHIP4Health.org/leadership/provocateur.htm ) For information about the SafeRx campaign, visit www.CHIP4Health.org/saferx. 
Participating Hospitals 
Manatee County

Blake Medical Center (CEO Daniel Friedrich)
Lakewood Ranch Medical Center (CEO James Wilson)
Manatee Glens (CEO Mary Ruiz)
Manatee Memorial Hospital (CEO Kevin DiLallo)
Sarasota County

Doctors Hospital of Sarasota (CEO Robert Meade)
Englewood Community Hospital (CEO Mary Ann Conroy)
Sarasota Memorial Health Care System (CEO Gwen MacKenzie)
Venice Regional Medical Center (CEO Peter Wozniak)
Charlotte County
Charlotte Regional Medical Center (CEO José F. Morillo)
Fawcett Memorial Hospital (CEO Tom Rice)
Peace River Regional Medical Center (CEO Joseph Clancy)
DeSoto County
DeSoto Memorial Hospital (CEO Vince Sica)
Participating Health Departments

Manatee County Health Department   (Administrator Jennifer Bencie)
Sarasota County Health Department  (Administrator Bill Little)
Charlotte County Health Department  (Administrator Mary Kay Burns)
DeSoto County Health Department  (Administrator Mary Kay Burns)
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