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Health leaders united for tobacco-free campuses

11 CEOs from three counties declare health facilities tobacco-free

    Chief executives from eight hospitals and three county health departments met today to sign a proclamation agreeing to establish their campuses tobacco-free. Representatives from the Florida Department of Health and the Florida Hospital Association were on hand to witness the historic signing. 


This tri-county, multi-healthcare organization agreement will provide for all the parties to establish policies on their respective campuses that will prohibit the use of any type of tobacco product in all owned and leased properties. This ban will apply to all patients, visitors, employees, contractors, vendors, students, and medical staff at these facilities. All the parties agree to establish tobacco-free campuses this year.     

“This landmark decision to establish tobacco-free campuses represents the collective commitment of all the major health care organizations within Charlotte, DeSoto and Sarasota Counties, said Dr. Leslie Clarke, director of the Community Health Improvement Partnership (CHIP). “By undertaking this initiative to promote health and wellness at their campuses, within their communities, they will serve as models to influence public attitudes about tobacco use. This is the first of many anticipated cooperative activities among this partnership.”

The parties to this declaration are Charlotte Regional Medical Center, DeSoto Memorial Hospital, Doctor’s Hospital of Sarasota, Englewood Community Hospital, Fawcett Memorial Hospital, Peace River Regional Medical Center, Sarasota Memorial Healthcare System and Venice Regional Medical Center, as well as the Charlotte, DeSoto and Sarasota County Health Departments. 

Over 2.7 million Floridians smoke despite the science about the harmful effects of smoking on human health. The public health and lost productivity costs of treating tobacco-related diseases exceed $12 billion each year in Florida.   
CHIP spearheaded this regional initiative through its Health Provocateur Project, which includes the CEOs of every hospital and health department in the tri-county region. This dedicated group has been collaborating to improve health care systems in the region. The CHIP program is a community-based initiative to improve the health of Charlotte, DeSoto, and Sarasota county residents.  Supported by the Gulf Coast Community Foundation of Venice, the Sarasota and Charlotte County Health Departments, Sarasota County Government and partner hospitals, the program is a partnership of residents, local organizations, and health care leaders.  For more information on the CHIP program or the tobacco-free proclamation, contact the CHIP office at 941-861-2987 or visit the CHIP website at www.chip4health.org.
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